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of a literal hell-fire, which he insists is taught by the
44 churches." To an outstanding degree it is one
of the things that stirs his virulent ire. It is of
no service to tell him that the words are figurative
and, as all Christian teaching, must be translated
into spiritual terms ; that they refer to the consuming
as by fire of all the foul refuse and the dross of the
spiritual life and its refining under the purifying power
of holier influences, and that only the wholly bad
who have no vestige of good in them will be wholly
destroyed. Fie quotes Scripture and the Athanasian
Creed and reasserts that a literal hell-fire is taught.
Perhaps there is a stubborn blindness in him, though
only the truest sympathy and insight can discover
whether this is so or not, and we certainly err if
we class all such individuals together as those plagued
with sheer stupidity and wickedness ; perhaps his
quarrel is with some official representative of Chris-
tianity in the person of a minister with whom he
disagrees, as did the amateur poet mentioned by
Jung who was apparently extremely irritated by
the sound of a most beautiful and noted peal of
bells, but careful investigation shewed that the real
cause of his irritation was his rivalry with the clergy-
man of the church, who, he said, wrote extremely
bad verse; or perhaps the early impressions in
childhood of a flaming furnace have been so deep
that now they cannot be eradicated by ordinary
processes of thought. In any case it behoves us who
teach to speak with no uncertain voice upon the
subject, for the children themselves are troubled
about it as these typical statements shew.

" God is very clever.    We are told that there is